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DEATH IN CUSTODY, MR WARD — CORONER’S RECOMMENDATIONS — LEGISLATION 

Statement by Minister for Corrective Services 
MR D.T. REDMAN (Blackwood–Stirling — Minister for Corrective Services) [2.03 pm]: I rise to clarify 
some comments that I made during the budget estimates hearings on Tuesday, 31 May. 

Towards the end of consideration of division 66, Corrective Services, I was asked about coronial 
recommendations from the Ward matter that have not yet been implemented; namely, recommendations 1 and 2 
about amendments to the Inspector of Custodial Services Act. I replied that the legislation fell under the 
Department of the Attorney General, not under my portfolios. I feel those comments require further explanation. 

Ms M.M. Quirk interjected. 

Mr D.T. REDMAN: As the Minister for Corrective Services I am the minister responsible for the Inspector of 
Custodial Services Act. I point out, however, that the Office of the Inspector of Custodial Services is an 
independent body that reports directly to Parliament and is not subject to direction from me under the legislation.  

Cabinet approved the drafting of the amendments to the act in July last year. As the role of the inspector is to 
scrutinise the Department of Corrective Services, it was not thought to be appropriate for the Department of 
Corrective Services to draft the amendments because of the potential conflict of interest. The drafting of the 
amendments was therefore taken on by the Department of the Attorney General in consultation with the 
Department of Correctives Services and the inspector. In short, although I am the minister responsible for the 
act, the responsibility for drafting the amendments fell to the Attorney General. 

Several members interjected. 

The SPEAKER: Thank you, members!  

Mr D.T. REDMAN: I understand the drafting of the amendments is complete, and legislation will be presented 
to Parliament shortly. All the remaining coronial recommendations relating to the Ward matter have been 
implemented. Thank you, Mr Speaker. 

Ms M.M. Quirk interjected. 

The SPEAKER: I formally call the member for Girrawheen to order for the first time today. 
 


